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furnished. The house was furnished 
with gifts from the homes of the 
members: things taken from attics 
and storage, and spared from the 
very living rooms themselves. It was 
a very thrilling experience to get our 
parsonage ready for our first pastor 
and his wife. As we were all from 
different churches and had never 
worked together before, it was a 
wonderful way for members to grow 
acquainted with one another. The 
Drinkards' new home was ready for 
them when they arrived. Each room 
was in order; beds were made; rugs 
were down, and curtains hung at 
each window. We were proud of the 
results produced by a little paint and 
a few slip covers. The pantry was well 
stocked with supplies of all kinds, 
and the refrigerator was overflowing 
with ready-cooked foods; such as 
ham, salads, cakes, pies, and the like. 
Enough to last for quite a few days!
 
Gene and Caroline were received 
by this small group of members with 
open arms. We were his “little flock.” 
Ready to organize and go to work, 

Dr. Drinkard gave each person a 
responsibility. Everyone was called on 
to do jobs, and no one even thought 
of refusing.
 
On Sunday, November 19, 1950, we 
began our regular church and Sunday 
school programs in the Northside 
High School. Children were assigned 
to different classes according to 
their ages. A small group of men and 
women met in the music room and 
adopted the name of the adult Bible 
class (now known as the Fellowship 
Bible Class).
 
Mr. Respess Chatfield was elected 
president of this class and held that 
office until 1953. During this time 
the membership of our church and 
Sunday school grew rapidly. So after a 
short time, a group of the younger
couples decided to form another 
adult class. The charter class decided 
it did not want to be called the “old 
adult class,” our task was then to 
find a suitable name. We felt that we 
were a friendly group and enjoyed the 
fellowship of being together. »

O n a Sunday afternoon, 
November 5, 1950, a group 
of about eighty people 

assembled at the Northside High 
School to hear Bishop Arthur Moore 
and District Superintendent Dr. Lester 
Rumble tell about the opportunity 
and the challenge we had to establish 
a new Methodist church on the north 
side of Atlanta. Dr. Eugene
T. Drinkard was presented to the 
group as the pastor that would lead 
us and help us form our church. 
That afternoon twenty-three people 
made decisions and asked that their 
memberships be transferred to the 
new Northside Methodist Church. 
Other names were added to the list of 
charter members during the week.
 
Sunday, November 12, 1950, is the 
date of our first regular worship 
held at Eleven o’clock AM in the 
gymnasium of the Northside High 
School. Dr. Lester Rumble delivered 
the sermon. Dr. and Mrs. Eugene T. 
Drinkard moved the following week 
into our first parsonage at Evergreen 
Lane, NW; it had been rented and 
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together. Being a charter member 
of Northside Church and of the 
Fellowship Class, I thought it would 
be appropriate to record some of 
the high points and events of the 
past twelve years in the history of our 
class so that in years to come, new 
members might look back and see 
how the fellowship has grown. We 
forget events so quickly if we do not 
record them as they happen.
 
So with newspaper clippings, 
pictures, bulletins, and such, I am 
going to attempt to record some 

Consequently, our class was named 
the Fellowship Bible Class. We also 
chose Psalm 19:14 as a closing prayer. 
It has been used at each service since 
then: “Let the words of my mouth 
and the meditation of my heart be 
acceptable. In thy sight, o Lord, my 
strength and my redeemer.”
 
Many things have happened in these 
past years of growth. The class 
has grown from a very small group 
to a membership of 150, the class 
has done many fine things, and we 
have had much fun and fellowship 

things that have happened to us as 
a class. I suggest and sincerely hope 
that each new president will appoint 
someone to record the achievements 
of our class from year to year.

In His Love,

Mrs. Eva Reid
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