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Songs in the Key of Life #4: Psalms of Enthronement  
Psalm 96:1-607 26 2020 Northside Church COVID-19 Pandemic 
 
Songs in the Key of Life Worship Series 
 
  Today we are culminating our July worship series entitled Songs in the Key of 
Life. We have been exploring the Book of Psalms. The Psalter served as Israel’s 
hymnal, including songs written by authors in different times, places, and circumstances.  
 The Psalter expresses the spectrum of human emotion and experience—heights 
and depths, joys and sorrows, laughter and tears, faith and doubt. Songs in the Key of Life 
is an apt description because the hymns play every note in human life.   
  
 I invite you to join me in reading one Psalm daily. There are 150 Psalms, so we 
can complete the Psalter in five months. It is not too late to start! I promise this spiritual 
discipline will bless your life.  
 Today we conclude with Psalms of Enthronement. 
 
Scripture: Psalm 96:1-6 
 
The Creator 
 
 During the COVID-19 pandemic, we are offering a new Summer Bible Study on 
Wednesday nights. It is entitled, “Genesis: Rated M for Mature” with a focus on the 
Genesis 1-11. 
 I taught the first session about “Creation” in Genesis 1. The Judeo-Christian 
heritage professes a fundamental, theological belief in God as Creator.  

Genesis 1:1 introduces the Bible with the words, “In the beginning, God created 
the heavens and the earth.” The Apostles Creed begins with the affirmation, “I believe in 
God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.”  

 
In the Bible study, I asserted that faith and science are not in conflict. Each 

explores questions that the other cannot answer. Science asks questions of “What,” 
“When,” “Where,” and “How.” Faith asks questions of “Who” and “Why.”  

God’s fingerprints cover the cosmos. Scientific discoveries reveal the majesty and 
wonder of creation. From subatomic particles to universal expansion, the divine design 
inspires discovery and delight.  

 
However, faith can reveal what science cannot discern. The Bible describes our 

Creator as a covenant-making God who seeks full relationship with humanity.  God is not 
only Creator but also Redeemer and Sustainer.  

God reigns over creation, calling all to submit to the divine rule. Christians 
declare the Lord of the Cosmos as the Lord of our lives.  

In a grand vision of the final days, Paul foretold, “At the name of Jesus every knee 
shall bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (Philippians 2:10-11) 
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Psalms of Enthronement 
 
 During the July worship series, we have discovered that the Psalter contains 
various types of songs. We have examined Psalms of Pilgrimage, Psalms of Lament, and 
Psalms of Trust. Today we focus on Psalms of Enthronement, which are also known as 
Royal Psalms. 
  

Many of the royal songs focused on Israel’s earthly kings. For a long time, the 
Jews did not have a king. A series of religious judges arose during times of need. 
However, the people whined like irritable children to the prophet, Samuel, “Everyone 
else has a king, so we want a king, too!” 
 Therefore, Samuel anointed Saul as the first king of Israel. However, God 
eventually rejected Saul due to his disobedience. David and his descendants became the 
new royal line.  

In many ways, David and his son, Solomon, represented the zenith of the Jewish 
monarchy. However, it got ugly at times!  

David was an adulterous murderer who had blood on his hands. Solomon 
instituted an expansive building program that lead to high taxes and enforced labor. 
Within a few generations, civil war and division occurred.  

Despite the faults of their all too human kings, the Jews never totally lost sight 
that their rulers were poor approximations for God’s righteous reign.     

  
The Psalms of Enthronement celebrated Yahweh as the ultimate King of Israel. 

However, they were more than nationalistic songs about a tribal god. Based on the 
Genesis account, the Jews understood that the Creator of the heavens and the earth was 
also the King of the entire cosmos.  

Today’s Scripture lesson from Psalm 96 concludes with the words: 
 

Let all creation rejoice before the Lord, for he comes, 
He comes to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world in righteousness 
and the peoples in his faithfulness. 

 
The King/My King  
 
 In the 21st century, however king is such an antiquated term. Kingdoms and 
monarchies have become politically incorrect. Democratic egalitarianism is today’s 
watchword. Even in Great Britain, the bastion of modern monarchy, many believe the 
English no longer need The Royals.  
 Some modern Biblical scholars object to political, hierarchical terms in the New 
Testament. They reject language considered antiquated, even offensive. A few modern 
translations of the Bible replace “king” and “kingdom” with “ruler” and “reign.” 
 However, words like “king” and “kingdom” SHOULD offend our sensibilities 
and challenge our complacency. The Lord calls us to service—not partnership—and 
obedience—not consensus. Christ did not ask his disciples to walk by his side but to walk 
in his footsteps! The demands of radical discipleship are absolute.  
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Submission to God’s rule does not come naturally to us. This Wednesday our 
Summer Bible Study examines “The Fall”  and original sin in Genesis 3. Since Adam 
and Eve ate the forbidden fruit, humanity has defied God’s will to pursue earthly desires.    
 In the process, we replace the Almighty God with handmade, earthly idols. A 
1979, award-winning song by Bob Dylan declared, “Ya Gotta Serve Somebody.” 
Whatever priority commands our time, energy, and resources is our god.  
 Idols litter our landscape. People worship wealth, possessions, power, status, 
health, vocations, avocations, family, or self. We invest the coin of our lives into what is 
earthly and temporal.  
 The prophet Isaiah mocked those who make idols that they then worship: 
 

The person who made the idol never stops to reflect, “Why, it’s just a block of 
wood! I burned half of it for heat and used it to bake my bread and roast my meat. 
How can the rest of it be a god? Should I bow down to worship a piece of 
wood?” The poor, deluded fool feeds on ashes. He trusts something that can’t 
help him at all. Yet he cannot bring himself to ask, “Is this idol that I’m holding in 
my hand a lie?” (Isaiah 44:19-20, New Living Translation) 

  
The Creation story reveals God not only as Creator but also as Ruler and Lord. 

Science enables us to peek behind the curtain to see how the cosmos works. Faith allows 
us to look behind the curtain to see how life works.  

A future sermon series this fall will focus on the Old Testament book of Proverbs. 
A basic premise underlies the wisdom book: God has created the world with both 
physical and spiritual principles. The wise person learns and follows these rules.  

 
All parents share a similar experience with their children. Based on knowledge 

that comes from experience, we share advice with our children. We teach them how to 
live. In our best moments, we set a good example to follow.  

THEN . . . they ignore what we told them to do and practice what we told them to 
avoid! And if we asked our parents, no doubt they would share similar stories!  

Now we know how God feels. Our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer has 
instructed us how to live. The Scriptures speak God’s Word in our lives. Our Master and 
King calls us to submit to God’s rule and reign. However, we resist and rebel.  

 
I repeatedly emphasize in my preaching the need for Christ to be both our Savior 

AND our Lord. Understand you are overhearing a sermon that I preach to myself!  
Lordship or kingship means subjecting every area of life to God’s control. To 

borrow some lyrics from the movie, Frozen, just “LET IT GO!” And let God.  
It is a life altering decision to claim Jesus Christ as Lord of our lives. However, it 

gets lived out in dozens of daily choices. We also slowly realize that God really does 
know best! We find ourselves swimming with the current rather than against it, aligning 
ourselves with the Maker of the heavens and the earth.  
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Hope and Assurance 
 
 Bowing before Christ as Savior and Lord reminds us that we are not in control—
God is! Years ago, I saw a placard that declared, “There is a God, and you’re not Him!” 
There is both conviction and comfort in this reminder.  
 In 1933, Max Ehrmann published a poem entitled, Desiderata. The title means 
things that are wanted or needed. It reads in part: 
 

Beyond a wholesome discipline, be gentle with yourself.  
You are a child of the universe no less than the trees and the stars;  
you have a right to be here.  
And whether or not it is clear to you,  
no doubt the universe is unfolding as it should.  
Therefore, be at peace with God . . . . 

 
 Ask Jesus to calm the raging storms in your mind, heart, and soul. Hear the 
“Master of the Waves” say, “Peace, be still.”  

 
In a previous sermon, I discussed the spiritual practice of meditation in the 

Christian life. An ancient breathing technique teaches relaxation and focus.  
 

• Breathe in through the nose for 4 beats. 
• Hold the breath for 7 beats. 
• Breathe out through your mouth for 8 beats.  

 
Try it with me one time. In for 4. Hold for 7. Out for 8. Notice how your 

shoulders drop while your face and neck relax. Allow this physical exercise become a 
spiritual discipline that places your life firmly in God’s hands.  

 
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin was a French Jesuit priest in the Roman Catholic 

Church. The theologian believed that all of creation was evolving towards what he called 
“Point Omega.” The phrase described God’s ultimate plan for the cosmos.  

“Point Omega” recalls Jesus Christ’s words in Revelation, “I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.” All of life is lived within 
the context of God’s love, mercy, and grace. God is in control, and the future is certain.  

 
Although it’s not high theology, I remember my first visit to Six Flags Over 

Georgia when it opened in 1967. One of the featured rides was the Hanson Cars by 
Cotton State Insurance. You got in an antique car and drove it around a course.  

I was nine years old and thrilled to get behind the wheel. My mother sat on the 
passenger side as an unenthusiastic rider! She did not realize that the car was on a fixed 
track and could only swerve a few feet in each direction. By the end of the ride, she was 
almost hysterical!  
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Praise 
 
 Psalms of Enthronement typically include a section of praise. Psalm 96 declares: 
 

For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; 
He is to be feared above all gods. 

For all the gods of the nations are idols, 
But the Lord made the heavens. 

Splendor and majesty are before him; 
Strength and glory are in his sanctuary. 

(Psalm 96:4-6) 
 
 One of the great hymns of the church is All Creatures of Our God and King. 
Listen to the modern Psalm of Enthronement that praises the Creator and King.  
 

All creatures of our God and King, 
Lift up your voice and with us sing, 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thou burning sun with golden beam, 
Thou silver moon with softer gleam! 

Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 
Ye clouds that sail in heav’n along, 

O praise Him! Alleluia! 
Thou rising moon, in praise rejoice, 
Ye lights of evening, find a voice! 

Thou flowing water, pure and clear, 
Make music for thy Lord to hear, 

O praise Him! Alleluia! 
Thou fire so masterful and bright, 

That givest man both warmth and light. 

And all ye men of tender heart, 
Forgiving others, take your part, 

O praise Him! Alleluia! 
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, 

Praise God and on Him cast your care! 

Let all things their Creator bless, 
And worship Him in humbleness, 

O praise Him! Alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 

And praise the Spirit, Three in One! 
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That’s My King 
 
 S. M. Lockridge was the longtime pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in San Diego, 
California. One of his best-known and beloved sermons is entitled, “That’s My King!” I 
encourage you to listen to the sermon online. I will not attempt to capture his unique style 
and cadence, but listen to some of his words.  
 

• He's the King of Righteousness.  
• He's the King of the Ages. 
• He's the King of Heaven.  
• He's the King of Glory.  
• He's the King of Kings, and He's the Lord of Lords.  

 
That's my King. Well. I wonder, do you know Him? 

 
David said, "The Heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament shows His 

handiwork.”  
 

• My King is a sovereign King.  
• No means of measure can define His limitless love.  
• No far seeing telescope can bring into visibility the coastline of His shoreless 

supply.  
• No barrier can hinder Him from pouring out His blessings.  
• He's enduringly strong.  
• He's entirely sincere.  
• He's eternally steadfast.  
• He's immortally graceful.  
• He's imperially powerful.  
• He's impartially merciful.  

 
Do you know Him? 
 
Do you know the Creator of the Heavens and the Earth? Do you know Jesus 

Christ of the cross and the empty tomb? Do you know the Holy Spirit of power and 
assurance? We join with all of creation, declaring that God is Lord of all. However, God 
also wants to be Lord of our lives.  
 That’s my King. Well. I wonder, do you know Him?  
 Amen.  
 


