


The Worship of God
Christmas Eve | December 24, 2020

There is a place for you at Northside Church to know the love of God, 
to grow as a disciple of Jesus Christ, and to go into the world to serve others.

    Please rise in body or spirit when you see this symbol,
and please join in reading aloud the parts in bold.

The Prelude Mr. Joshua McClure

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice! | arr. Paul Laubengayer
What Child Is This? | arr. John Behnke

The Chiming of the Hour Mr. McClure

The Introit | Once In David's Royal City | Gauntlett Chancel Choir Staff Singers

Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ, her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall:
with the poor, and mean, and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy.

Jesus is our childhood's pattern; day by day, like us he grew; 
he was little, weak and helpless, tears and smiles like us he knew;
and he feels for all our sadness, and he shares in all our gladness.

And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love;
for that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above:
and he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.

The Welcome  Rev. Jeff Rogers

The Call to Worship   Rev. Rogers

Pastor:   

All:

The Opening Hymn | O Come, All Ye Faithful  

The Lighting of the Christ Candle   Rev. Catherine Boothe Olson

Pastor:   

All:

God of glory, your splendor shines from a manger 
in Bethlehem as a gift into the darkness of human night. 
Open our eyes to Christ's presence in the shadows of our world 
so that we, like him, may become beacons of your justice 
and defenders of all for whom there is no room.

Loving God, open our hearts to receive this blessed gift. 
Christ our Savior is Born! Hallelujah! Amen.

Our worlds and our lives are filled with despair, discord, 
disdain, and disgust; thus we yearn for the babe born 
in the holy manger. Once again, we come seeking hope, peace, 
joy, and love. Let us live trusting they can only be fully found in Jesus.

We light the Christ candle seeking and claiming Jesus who is our one, 
true need. We need a little Christmas, and we are grateful for Christ. Amen.



The Hymn | Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 

The Promise | Isaiah 9:2, 6–7  Rev. Rogers

The Hymn | Lo, How a Rose E're Blooming 

 The Announcement | Luke 2:8–14  Rev. Boothe Olson

The Hymn | It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

 The Adoration | Luke 2:15–20  Rev. Rogers

The Hymn | O Little Town of Bethlehem 

The Giving of God's Tithes and Our Offerings   Rev. Boothe Olson

Give online at www.NorthsideUMC.org/donate, or text NorthsideATL to 73256.

The Offertory | How Far Is It to Bethlehem | arr. Molly Ijames     Chancel Choir Staff Singers

 The Doxology

Tune: “The First Noel”

The Prayers of the People and Lord's Prayer  Rev. Rogers

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Music of Preparation | We Need a Little Christmas Chancel Choir Staff Singers

The Homily | “We Need a Little Christmas, Now!” Dr. Bill Burch 

The Solo | O Holy Night  Ms. Tiffany Uzoije, soprano

The Lighting of the Candles  Dr. Burch

The Hymn | Silent Night, Holy Night  

The Benediction  Dr. Burch

The Sending Hymn | Joy to the World

The Postlude | Joy to the World | arr. Don Hustad Mr. McClure

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God

In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Hayne D. McCondichie and Mr. & Mrs. William C. Warren III, given by Glenn and Susan Warren.


