Blessed to Be a Blessing:
The Persecuted
July 31, 2022

The Worship of God
The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
There is a place for you at Northside Church to know the love of God,
to grow as a disciple of Jesus Christ, and to go into the world to serve others.
Please rise in body or spirit when you see this symbol,
and join in singing or reading aloud text in bold.

The Chiming of the Hour
The Prelude | Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing | arr. Joel Raney
Come, thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.
The Welcome		

Ms. Susan Schreer Davis, piano
& Mr. Joshua McClure, piano

Rev. Catherine Boothe Olson

The Call to Worship
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

Rev. Boothe Olson

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray for the persecuted church, for their oppressors,
for nations that foster persecution, and for those who ignore it.
Let us read the Holy Scriptures, finding stories and hearing promises
of the gospel for all who are persecuted for righteousness' sake.
Called by the Holy Spirit to unity with the persecuted,
let us enter into their suffering, repenting of our ignorance, refusing to be silent,
ready to reach out to them in their isolation.
In our prayer for persecuted Christians, let us not narrow our compassion
for all who suffer. God receive our compassion and worship. Amen.

The Hymn of Adoration | Hymn 369: all stanzas | Blessed Assurance
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.
Refrain:
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long;
this is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long.
Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
angels descending bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love. [Refrain]
Perfect submission, all is at rest; I in my Savior am happy and blest,
watching and waiting, looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in his love. [Refrain]
The Affirmation of Faith | Apostles' Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ
His only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day He rose
from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Mr. Michael J. Devine

The Gloria Patri | Hymn 70
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism | 11:15am

Dr. Bill Burch

Frederick Grant
The Congregational Response | 11:15am

Rev. Boothe Olson

With God's help we will so order our lives after the example of Christ,
that [name], surrounded by steadfast love, may be established in the faith,
and confirmed and strengthened in the way that leads to life eternal.
The Baptism Response | Child of Blessing | 11:15am
Child of blessing, child of promise, baptized with the Spirit's sign.
With this water God has sealed you, unto love and grace divine.
The Children's Moment | 11:15am

Rev. Sara Maughan

As we share in singing “Child of Blessing,” we invite all children
to come to the chancel steps for a special message from Rev. Sara.
The Prayers of the People and Lord's Prayer

Rev. Rogers

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
The Hymn of Preparation | For Everyone Born
For everyone born, a place at the table, for everyone born, clean water and bread,
a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, for everyone born, a star overhead.
Refrain:
And God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion and peace:
yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, justice and joy.
For just and unjust, a place at the table, Abuser, abused, with need to forgive,
In anger, in hurt, a mindset of mercy, For just and unjust, a new way to live. [Refrain]
For everyone born, a place at the table, to live without fear, and simply to be,
to work, to speak out, to witness and worship, for everyone born, the right to be free. [Refrain]
The Scripture | Matthew 5:10–12

Dr. Burch

Pastor: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.
The Sermon | “Blessed to Be a Blessing: The Persecuted”

Dr. Burch

The Hymn of Response | Hymn 581: all stanzas | Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service
Lord, whose love through humble service bore the weight of human need,
who upon the cross, forsaken, offered mercy’s perfect deed:
we, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart;
consecrating to your purpose every gift which you impart.
Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread;
still the captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead.
As, O Lord, your deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul,
use the love your Spirit kindles still to save and make us whole.
As we worship, grant us vision, till your love’s revealing light
in its height and depth and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight,
making known the needs and burdens your compassion bids us bear,
stirring us to tireless striving your abundant life to share.
Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go,
to the child, the youth, the aged, love in living deeds to show;
hope and health, good will and comfort, counsel, aid and peace we give,
that your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know and live.
The Giving of God's Tithes and Our Offerings

Rev. Boothe Olson

Give online at www.NorthsideUMC.org/donate or text NorthsideATL to 73256.
The Offertory | Thou Art Holy | Craig Courtney

Chancel Women's Choir

The Doxology | Hymn 95
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
The Benediction

8:30am | Rev. Boothe Olson
11:15am | Dr. Burch

The Postlude | Improvisation on “Holy Manna” | arr. McClure
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